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Adapting the Bluebook citation style to a dissertation bibliography
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This style is for use with regular Zotero version 7.0, not Jurism (Juris-M).
Jurism's Indigo Book (law reviews) style will do a bibliography, while the
standard Bluebook Law Review style for Zotero will not.

Installation

To use our style, save the BluebookWCLBIiblio.2025.10.csl file somewhere in your computer’s
file system where you can find it again. If you don’t have a copy of it, you may download it

from:

anytime. Once you have it saved in a known location, open
up Zotero.

Click on the Edit menu, and then click on Settings to bring up

https://jusgentium.org/sites/default/files/2025-10/

BluebookWCLBIblio.2025.10.csl

the Zotero Settings window.
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Click on the “Cite” tab.




In the resulting display, click on
the “+” button on the right side of
the window.

This will bring up your computer’s
file explorer. Navigate to where
you saved the
BluebookWCLBIblio2025.10.csl
file earlier, highlight it, and then
click on the “Open” button.

Scroll down the list of installed
styles and you should find it
listed. You are now ready to start
using our custom style.
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Using our custom style to build a bibliography

What you get in your bibliography depends a great deal on what you put into it. Don’t just
accept the entries that are automatically downloaded to Zotero.

The one thing we really can't yet do in Zotero is alphabetize properly by title, which you need
to do when you have more than one work by the same author. When alphabetizing a title, you
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include that abbreviation in the Journal Abbr field for every article from that journal. Any
article that does not have that field filled will have the full name of the journal in its
bibliography entry, which is not Bluebook correct. So whenever you add a journal article to
Zotero, take the time and look up the Bluebook journal title abbreviation and fill it into that
field on the article's Zotero entry.

If you put a URL into the “URL” field, it will show up exactly like that field in the finished
bibliography. This can be a good thing, but make sure it is what you want.

Most bibliographies are broken down into subsections: one for books, one for chapters, one
for journal articles, one for news articles, one for cases, one for treaties, one for documents,
etc. Open Microsoft Word and create a document that has the titles for your various sections
written out and separated by a few blank lines. To fill in each section, you will need to create
a separate bibliography listing for each. The best way we have found to do this is to label
each source in your Zotero collection with a distinct tag for the section of the bibliography to
which it belongs.
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Once you have done this, you just click on that tag in the Tag Selector. All the entries that fit
that section will appear in the main panel (to undo, just click on the highlighted tag in the Tag
Selector). Highlight all of the entries (Edit->"Select All” or Ctrl-click on each entry) and right
click on one of the selected entries. Select “Create Bibliography from Items”.
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Save the resulting file
someplace you can find it and
name it appropriately,
perhaps the title of the
subsection of the
bibliography, in this example,
Books.rtf.

Z save Bibliography

© 5 v 4 T Teaching > Other > SIDJursh s 5 USB Key_Curent Release Version
Organize = New folder
A bome Nome . Date modified Type Size
R oy Noitems match your search.
v @ Nextcloud

> @ AU Workstuff
5 @ LibreOffice Ter
> & Shered

& SharedOutside
> @ SysadminStuff
> & Teaching
5 @ TensferSpace

> B WCL Workstus

> [ OneDrive - Pers:

G || Search USB_Key_Current Re.

»

File nams

Save as type

A Hide Folders

Cancel

® =
() Home
e @ Recent [ £ soen
Bt &R s 3 Documents  Folders
& open hared with Me —
SEEmmE | e
.
Quick access Vst Week
oty o AL Egt BibliographySample.2025.10.17.docx A ST
= ﬁ‘;j Fall 2025 - Open Memo Research Workshop Handout Draft riw.docx 1071772025 331 M
ED This PC
S . .
© nsore In Microsoft Word, click on the
@) Craver satudoor P « ’ « ”
Open” and then the “Browse
B) MU iy
buttons.
) Agenda3-26-202adocx s
@ Information Literacy Section Draft 3.docx s THe oo
Tl e kel
@ 'ULCFA Review Cc
@ Agenda 1-16-2024.docx 11772004 1:43 PM
R Account - »
B opens [ recoverUnsmed ocumens |
- |
(u Open X
& 5 v 4 T« Teaching > Other > SID, > Devel it > USB_Key_Current_Release_Version v O Search USB_Key_Current Re.. 0
Organize ¥ New folder =~ 0 @
> & NIWAP LegislativeHistory Name " Date medified Type Size
> @ ResearchAssistantSummerTrainingWork a BluebookWCLBiblio.2025.10.csl 10/1/2025 455 PM CSL Citation Style 17KB
v & SIDJurisM-ZoteroStuff (i s oKe
& AdvancedLegalWriting
In the file explorer window that o o es
. 5 @ lurisM_Presentations
pops up, havigate to where R
H > @ SID.KnowledgeManagement
you saved the Books.rtf file,
Z BluebookStyleDevel
make sure “All Files” are in the 58y 20 Sk Yok
. . & USB Key Current Release Version
pull-down menu, highlight the R
. . “ ”
file, and then click on “Open B HGiinazs
& WCLGuidelmages.2025
in the lower right of the RTR——
. > @ SummerProgramLecture
window.
File name: - | anies ¢ | v

ook

Cancel




Books.rtf should now be open in Microsoft Word and look like this:
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In Microsoft Word, change to your bibliography document (the one that has the section
headings that you have chosen typed out). Put the cursor in the space under the appropriate
heading, in this case, “Books,” and paste what you copied from the .rif file.

P search

fographySample.2025.10.17.docx - Savi

File Home Insert Draw Design layout
[Aptos Body) ~z - = e (@]
EE' ™ B I U-~a x x|A =
- ¥ A 2 A~ Aav A A D~
Clipboard & Font [ Paragraph = Styles I
Bibliography
Books

Book Reviews

Manuscripts

Statutes

Caana

References  Mailings ~Review View Zotero Help Acrobat

(&,

Adobe Acrobat

Styles  Editing  Cresteand Share Request
~ - Adobe PDF  Signatures

Di

9

Voice

te

= [=]

| & comments | | & Editing ~|

&

Editor Copilot

,O Search

E s @D B 9- O =

BibliographySample.2025.10.17.docx « Saved v

Fle Home Insert Draw Design Layout References Mailings
ﬁ [Aptos @Body) iz o] EeiEeEs 2 /%d /O
. : == == 1=.
pe B B L Uk xR E===:= Styles
- Av £+ Avpar KA w30 -

Clipboard Font 5 Paragraph B Syles @

Bibliography

Review View Zotero Help Acrobat

G

Adobe Acrobat

|aptos Boayy |12 v:\A" Ay eo'f
Book B I U £+ AviS.i=. st
Book

L]
Mant [ paste Options:

1 Y

Staty A Eont..

=5 Paragraph..
Caed % Block Authors

Use the “Keep Source Formating” icon.

&

Editing | Createand Share Request
Adobe PDF  Signatures

0

Dictate

Voice

(m]
(m]m]

Add-ins

Sensitivity |~ Add-ins

— a x

-
|F Comments ‘ |f Editing -| & Share

&0

Editar Copilat




It should now look like this:
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Repeat for each section of your bibliography, and don't forget to save the file frequently.
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